












themselves on the brink of 
homelessness during the pandemic. 
Ed is autistic and struggled with 
mental health issues and social 
anxieties for many years and so was 
not comfortable living alone. After 
several interventions by Housing 
Options, they were offered a room 
at Unity House.
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I came here, I was really shut off. Here 
it’s down to other residents being   
non-judgmental. Different people are 
good in different ways. I’ve always 
prided myself on not putting people 
in boxes because it always annoyed 
me when people put me in a box, but 
coming here, I realised that I have put 
people in boxes. And now I don’t.”

Ed’s Story

about the type of place and the type of 
people who would be here. But even 
on arrival, my neighbour helped me 
move my boxes in and everyone has 
just accepted me without any judgment 
or anything. I mean, for the most part, 
people have their issues, but their hearts 
are in the right place. So, it’s nice.” 

Ed has been taking part in artistic 
activities which have included attending 
art therapy workshops and working 
with an Alabaré volunteer who is a 
professional playwright. As Ed hopes to 

experiences have been invaluable as 

“I think the biggest takeaway from my 
involvement with Alabaré so far would 
be to open myself up to talk to others 
and learn more about people. Before

Volunteering & Retail

In May, our self-build scheme at 
Waterworks Lane, Leominster, 
completed in partnership with 
Stonewater Housing, Herefordshire 
Council and J Harper & Sons Ltd, 

Duke of Kent.  The 19 properties 
were completed in December 2020 
and became home to nine veterans. 

Several of our veterans who took 
part in the scheme have also gone 

construction industry, using the skills and 

the two-year project.

In Plymouth, our Stirling House self-
build scheme has been coming on 
apace, with our veterans working 

alongside contractors Coyde 
Construction.  Phase one of the 
build, which is a partnership between 
LiveWest Housing Association, Plymouth 
City Council and Alabaré, is due to 
complete this autumn.

In Ludgershall, Wiltshire, three of 
our veterans have joined the Lovell’s 
construction team at Drummond 
Park, where we are again working with 
Stonewater Housing.

As Covid thankfully has less of an 
impact on our lives, volunteers are 
returning to our services. Since 
April we have a new volunteering 
team with new ideas, drive and 
enthusiasm to recruit a team who 
can support Alabaré.

During the past year, volunteers have 
given nearly 20,000 hours of their time 
which is a wonderful gift to Alabaré. We 
would like to thank all our volunteers 
for their time and for sharing their skills.

Covid has been a huge challenge for 
our retail team. Over the last year, we 
have put focus on growing our eBay 
shop, which gives us an opportunity to 
maximise our audience. 

As we move forward we hope to 
develop our retail spaces as “more than 
just a charity shop”, by offering support 
for local people in the community 
and a safe space for many. Finally, we 
are delighted that following a lease 
negotiation we have secured a larger 
store at 33 Catherine Street Salisbury 
which will open this autumn. 

Veterans Self-Build
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Somewhere to Go 

If you would like to make a
lasting difference to homelessness,  
why not consider sponsoring a 
room or leaving a legacy?

Our sponsor a room scheme costing 
£12 a month enables you to help 
someone escape the devastation of 
homelessness for good.

Alternatively, by leaving a gift to Alabaré 
in your Will, you can help us be there 
for homeless and vulnerable people 
who have nowhere else to turn, long 
into the future.

www.alabare.co.uk / 01722 344484

Through partnerships with Wiltshire 
based estate specialists Steele Rose and 
the online national Guardian Angel team 
you may also take advantage of our Free 
Will Scheme! 

With the cost of a straightforward Will 
averaging £150, this represents a great 
saving and whilst there is no obligation 
to make a donation instead of payment 
or to leave a gift in your will, we hope 
that after looking after your loved ones 
you may consider this.

Free Will Scheme

Economic uncertainty, fuel poverty, 
family breakdown and mental health 
issues will sadly continue to impact     
the demand for our services. 

Our preventative support programme 
‘Somewhere To Go’ at Salisbury’s 
Alabaré Place in Barnard Street, 
provides professional support to those 
seeking guidance on debt management, 
rent arrears and utility costs, and

provides practical solutions to those 
struggling before they reach crisis point, 
ideal for anyone using the Salisbury 
Foodbank or Salisbury Pantry.  Drop-in 
for advice any time between the hours 
of 11 am – 3 pm six days a week.

Contact Steele Rose LLP for an 
appointment on 01722 410009 or visit 
www.guardianangel.network to start the 
process online.


